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WRONG ADDRESS? 
SUBSCRIPTION 
PROBLEMS? 


CALL 
(887) 622-1216 


FROG CHE M0€.... 


There are two new amateur call signs 
around town. Cheryl Wright recently 
completed the amateur exam, and is 
now the proud owner of the call 
“VESPAC"; it is understood a new two 
meter hand-held was the prize for 
the accomplishment from spouse 
Don, VESCAP. Notice anything unusual? 
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A re-entry to the amateur community, 
Mike Freutel, ex VE3BWN, decided to 
get back into the operational mode 
by becoming "VEESEEA", recently. 
Understand he has an HW181, plans to 
“ up a dipole and polish up his CW 
a bit. 


Watest word is that re-structuring 

f the amateur servide is proceeding 
on schedule, and implementation is 
still scheduled for Septenber of 
1996. Hopefully, we will begin to 
see some of the details early in the 
new year. 


By the time this goes to press and 
gets printed, the Holidays will be a 
thing of the past. We will be in a 
New Year, a New Decade, and 
beginning the countdown toward a New 
Century. Hopefully everyone had a 
safe and enjoyable holiday, and you 
are having fun with any new toys 
that came your way. 


73 Mike....VE3ZG 


THFO Magazine (#29 Nov/Bec) reperts th 
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a EVERYONE WELCOME? 


HEEX SEX 


HAPPY NEW YEAR ¢ I hope you survived the festiviies 
without too many hangovers hihi. My holidays were 
quiet, yet all to short. 


Time is growing closer to the JEEP 588 snowmobile 
race, Skip VESBBS is still ltecking for volunteers. 
Remenber, that even if you are NOT licenced you can 
still help out, and are quite welcome to do so. 
This is one of our biggest events and it always 
Proves to be a worthwhile exercise. Quite a bit of 
work is done by the volunteers and they should be 
commended for their dedication. 


Speaking of dedication ... a big THANK YOU must go 
out again to Lindo VE3NHX and Erik VESEBL for their 
work in restoring VE3YQT which was down New Years 
EEve and New Years Day until they went up the hill 
on very short notice. Apparently there was a 
problem with the transmitter exciter board. 


As you may have noticed VESTBR is operating a bit 
out of the norm lately as a new receiver was 
installed by Lindo and myself. As of this writing 
the autopatch is experiencing difficulty but should 
be fixed before the meeting. There is still 
additional work to be done to TBR, 
transmitter, 12 volt DC operation, 
cleanup as Lindo and I go along. 


For this month's presentation I will be 
demonstrating the latest version available of the 
DIGICOM)64 packet TNC emulator. I presently use the 
VHE version vut may have the HE/VHE version ready 
for the meeting. Also, as a Christmas present, Gwen 
VE3TRE gave me a pencil VOM from Radio Shack and I 
will demo that as well. 


Thank you to VESAJ..DOM..EFC..NHX..and OTC for 
their presentations at the last months meeting. It 
was an added bonus to those who attended and was 
enjoyed by all. A presentation or two will be 
attempted from now on as to add variety and life to 
the regular meetings. 


like a new 
and general 


With all the days off and other things on my wind I 
hope I didn’t forget anything important to mention. 
With that I wish you all a prosporous 1998 and may 
you enjoy the wonderful hobby of amateur radio. 


73 Glenn VE3JAU 
475-3516 
145.018 packet 
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February 8th - General meeting at “Confederation College, Molnt; College, McIntyre Building 
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SATURDAY MORNINGS - breakfast meet at the Blue Parrot around 18:88 a.m. 
February 17th - ANNEAL BINNER MEETING, 1888 hours - Mekong River Restaurant 965 Cobalt 
Crescent Cacross from the Husky Truck Stop), the Chinese Buffet is $7.95 per person, or you 
can order from the regular menu. Call Glenn VE3JAU to reserve your spot. 


February 3rd - JEEP 588 International Snowmobile Race, starts at Old Fort William, contact 
Skip for details. 


Executive meetings are held Wednesdays, 8 days prior to the general meeting, every month 


a 
of the general membership of the LAKEHEAD AMATEUR RADIO CLUB was held last 
$9, at 2085 hours at Confederation College. 


oing to be made later in the month. Contact SKip or Glenn to take part in those. 
After coffee, homebrew GRP equipment were demonstrated by VEGEFO, VEGNHX, VEGDOM, and VESXJ. 
A totally mobile packet station was set up and operated by visiting guest ?77 VE3OTC. 


Glenn reported that he and VEGNHX have been working on repeater TBR with good results. 

The new ham on the block, Cheryl Wright VEGPAC was welcomed 

VESWCT reported that the new repeater in Grand Marais was operating extremely well 

Blaze orange vests, great for events, were found at Kountry Korners for 3.93 + tax. 

This years Dinner Meeting will be held on Saturday February 17th, at the Mskons River Restauran 
at 1500 hours. 

WE NEED SOME MORE INPUT TO THE HI-@ 

cali was closed by Nestor the Great VESNPS and seconded by Mike "You Better Be Good" 


tate 


Mi GER LETTER TO TH 

Several pears ago, I made a decision to no longer be a member of the L.A.R.C. However, rather than 
leave Amateur Radio altogether, I have followed other interests in the hobby, and found this avenue 
very much to ap liking. I have remained in contact with other local amateurs, some clob members, 
others who, like I, have chosen not to remain members. Rough of that - that is not what this 
letter is about. 

A few months ago, some members of the club decided to become active on VHF Packet radio, one of the 
areas where I have remained active for the past several pears. When the first arrivals appeared, 
the first thing they did was to tum on their beacons to announce their arrival, which I personally 
consider to be in poor taste. 

The reason I de not encourage the use of beacons is simple - they cause problems. I operate(d) a 
Packet Bulletin Board Site (PBBS), along with a digipeater, allowing access to the Calumet, 
Michigan digipeater. My station consists of a VHF radio ruming 25 watts, 2 - 14 element Hy Gain 
VHF antennas at 85 feet, fed with low loss coax. Despite mp best efforts to improve mp station’s 
capabilities, the path across the lake is marginal at times. Most of the time the signal is 59 or 
better, but frequently we do encounter weaker signals. 

When stations locallp tum.on their beacons, they cannot hear the much weaker Calumet station, and 
as a result, cause packet collisions, and the signal from across the lake to not be heard here. If 
two locals are carrping on a Q50, and a third station is attempting a connect across the lake, it 
is only a matter of time before the path across the lake is umusable. This point has been shown 
tine and again to be the case. Beacons, however infrequent, also tend to have the same effect. If 
several stations have their beacons tumed on, the problem is compounded. For this reason I asked 
those stations that were romning beacons to please discontinue their use due to their disruptive 
nature. 

The response that I received was interesting. One station quickly complied (thank pou Erik), but ( 
the other stations seemed to be offended at the suggestion that he not mm his beacons, and they 
continued. To make matters worse, each new club member that arrived also announced their arrival on 
the scene by tuming on their beacon as well. by all appearances, it seemed that there was a 


concerted effort by club members to beacon us to death, especially when the president and others 
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6 had been asked to discontinue the practice. In mp opinion, beacons serve no useful purpose, and quite the contrary, can have a very detrimental impact on 
__atket commmications. 
As I tried to explain mp case to you, several interesting things were said, most of which I will not repeat here. However, to make a long story short, 
you seemed to feel that I have discriminated against the club, and its members by asking that they not tum their beacons on. Your response to ny 
request is what I must consider to be a personal attack upon myself, which is certainly not called for, given the circumstances. Repeated messages from 
myself, and other amateurs also requesting the beaconing to discontinue were met with increased aggression on your part (7 save no other words to express 
pour dehavios. 
If this were ynot bad enough, you had the gall to accuse a new amateur of being brainwashed into not participating in club activities. (copies of this 
nessage from you are available for those who wish to view it). this, from the president? Wow! Do you really claim to be protecting the best interest of 
the L.A.R.¢. with such statements? I certainly hope not, and fortunately you seem to alone in your opinions in this regard. 
After seeing this message, I decided to prove my point about the use of beacons, and tumed mine on in an effort to bring an end to difficulties. It ran 
for a period of three days, at ten second intervals. This is hardly what I would consider to be /igood behavior/n, but the point had to be made, since 
there were no altematives left, and pou were always quick to jump on other amateurs for no apparent reason. The results were interesting. Since I tumed 
by beacon off, packet has remaine quiet. Ro more beacons, and very little activity of any kind. However, I found an interesting public message left that 
I would like to share with mp fellow amateurs that you left for public viewing. 
VESDOMVE3CX: Slot: 6 To: VESDOM From VESJAY THANK YOV 
VESDOMWESCX: Thanks verp much Dave for leaving your station on despite someones little temper tantrum...I thought you were off completely es thought i 
would try and connect to you just in case pou left ur station on es shut the digi off ...heres mp answer...I wonder if you have the nice little command 
PyOT that blocks out certain callsigns...thats what is neat abt packet... verp hard to interfere with a 050...¥CT es myself talked for an hour through the 
nayhea,..naybe one day he will smarten up, grow up, or just crack es have to get the white jacket out...in the meantine just hang tough...hope to ou at 
the meeting Thurs as i will be showing some of the nice features of the Digicom64...73 es good packetting,. Glenn 
This is just a sample of the type of messages that you have left on the packet in recent months, and I feel that your fellow club members should be made 
aware of your actions, Hardly what I would consider to be in good taste and not a very good way to promote hamony on the amateur bands. 
Row that I have said mp piece, I would like to make a request of you. Please stop your remarks, as they too are having a hamful effect on packet 
commmications. at last count the damages include the discontinuation of my Packet BBS, mp station being off the air for weeks at a tine (prior to your 
attack on me it had been on the air continuously for the last several years) and a lot of discontent anont the local amateur ranks. I do not appreciate 
wing public comments from you whose onlp purpose seems to be to cause ill will to pour fellow anateur. To make matters even more intolerable, you also 
seem to be on the offense against other non club members as well. 
I would also like to suggest a resolution to the difficulties. Please note that it is only a suggestion, as I cannot tell you how to operate pour station 
any more than pou can tell me how to operate mine. I wish to make this point quite clear so that there is no misunderstanding - If 15 @MLY A SUGGESTION. 
Please consider the use of the next available packet frequency (i.e. 145.030) for the use of long packet Q50’s and for beaconing. There is no activity on 
that frequency at this tine, and beacons would not have the same hamful effect as they do on 145.010 MHz. 
Perhaps if a digipeater and mailbox were made available on that frequency iv would help encourage better use of both frequencies...145.010 for connects 
across the lake and 145.030 for local activity. I do not wish to suggest that you are being sam off 45. Af, but the situation has become intolerable. As 
I pointed out, beacons cause problems, and since you are determined to rm your beacon, with no consideration of the damage you are causing, perhaps a 
different frequency for beacons would be in order. this way, you can beacon to your hearts content and no one would be overly conceme about it. I see no 
other resolution to the probleas you seem intent on causing on the bands, and by all appearances, you have no better suggestions either. 
TO THE REST OF TE LARC MEMBERSHIP: I apologize for taking up space in you publication in order to air my problems, but when the club president IS the 
ptoblem, where else can one go, especially when he is quick to put on the hat as club president when he is making his personal attacks upon others. The 
problems can be easily resolved through a bit of co-operation and some understanding of opposing viewpoints, something which he has shown hinself 
incapable of. Romally things are pretty quiet on 145.010 and only since the arrival of the president have the problems started. It is also interesting 
to note that he is the only one who seems to be continually on the offensive. Most other stations have shown good manners, and tumed their beacons off 
in response to requests from other users. 
this will be ap one, and only, public coment on this matter, as I feel the point has been made. Beacons cause problems, and the best way to solve the 
problem is to not have pour beacon on. In the end, is this such an unreasonable request? I hope not, but only tine will tell. 
Tom - VE3CX 
rstly, my apologies, again, for e delays in publication. Between waiting for material, 
labels, and stamps, not to mention a new toy in the shack and a kid home with chicken pox 
it’s a wonder it got out at all. 
GLASNOST It was with some trepidation that I printed Tom’s letter in its entirety. Mostly 
because it deals with his difficulties with another individual,and not the club per se, and 
I believe those matters should be settled privately. However, it raises the problem of 
ongestion and interference on a frequency that should be resolved with the consultation of 
_.1 concerned amateurs and would be amateurs. Tom has made a suggestion which we can 
consider, or perhaps you have a better idea. The time to speak up (write up?) is now. Your 
comments and suggestions are welcome irregardless of your club affiliation or status as an 
aMateur., As for their personal problem, both Tom and Glenn are gentlemen and I hope that 
they solve it amioably. See you at the Blue Parrot (Tim VE3WCT and myself are usually 
there between 86938 and 1608). 73? leakehead Amateur Radio Club History Project 
Ed VE3SNW - Hi-Q Editor 
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1. EEW . ii, 2H 
2. BBS 13. SAS 
3. ° BCD 13.  KRH 
4>"Rx, 14. HFS 
5. Avs 15. HU 
6. JAU 16. 26 
7. MZX 17. SNW 
8. TRE ig; “JO 
9. LMV 19. =ZEy 
10. NHX 20. KRP 
oe WL > 
oN cue yeu GA, < AN 
LISTENING INN de VE3SAVS/SWC 


The HF amateur frequency allocations make up only a 
very small part of the overall HF spectrum between 1.6 and 
3OMHz. Lihat lies out there on all those other frequencies? 
Most of us have listened from time to time, either ana 
general coverage receiver or on the receiver portion of a 
transceiver. 


This column will share some of my listening experiences 
over the past little while. Maybe you’!I1 find it interesting, 
maybe not. Either way, a little feedback to your editor would 
help us all. - 


I guess I’ve come full circle......avid SWL in my 
youth ¢8-tube Stromberg Carlson!), then the ham ticket, 
then professional radio operator, followed by six years on 
a DOT monitoring station ‘oh those lovely RACAL receivers), 
and now back again to being a snoop. 


—> 
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Everybody likes toa talk about the weather....so0 why 
not be well informed? Around the globe are civilian and 


military organizations who transmit Con USB) up-to-the minute 
weather information. These transmissions are scheduled round 
the clock for use by airlines and pilots. 


Rasically, broadcast is the “actual” weather at 
a given time, and/or the “forecasted" weather during the next 
12 hours. You will hear details such as cloud cover, wind 
direction and strength, precipitation Cif any), and of course 
the temperature. 


North American and Caribbean area weather is sent from 
Gander, Newfoundland and New York on these shared frequencies: 
3485, 6604, 10051 and 13270 KHz ‘these are in the aeronautical 
bands>. Because the frequencies are shared, transmission 
schedules are very tight. Gander covers Canadian weather 
including Sondrestrom, Greenland, while New york sends the 
East Coast and Caribeean weather. 


Rather than use up a lot of space, here is just a 
sampling of Gander’s schedule. "“H" means on the hour followed 
by minutes past the hour. The schedule then'is an hourly one. 
At H+20, the forecast is given for Montreal, Toronto and : 
Ottawa along with actual weather at these locations and Gander, 
Goose Bar and Halifax. At H + 25, listen for the Winnipeg, 
Edmonton and Calgary forecasts along with actual weather at 
Sydney, Iqaluit, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgary and Sondrestrom. 


Interested in the sunny south? Well, tune in New York 
at H + 15 for the forecast for Bermuda and Miami, along with 
the actual weather at those places plus Nassau, Freeport, 
Tampa and West Palm Beach. 


If it’s the European weather you are interested in, 
Qive a listen to Shannon, Ireland on 3413 (night only), 
8957, 3640 or 13264 (day only> KHz. A sample schedule shows 
at H + 15 the forecast is given for Madrid, Lisbon and Paris, 
along with the actual weather for these places plus Lyons, - 
France and Santa Maria, Azores. Remember, these schedules 
are hourly, so if you tune in at H +00 and listen for one 
hour you will learn the entire schedule. 


Finally, the Canadian military have their own 
weather schedules, with USB broadcasts from Edmonton, Trenton 
and St. John’s easily heard at most times of the day. The 
format is similar to the civilian broaclASTS ™ except they 
naturally cover the Canadian scene more extensively. The 
schedules are as follows: 


EDMONTON at H + 20 on 15035 (1200-23002), 6753 ¢€2300-12002> 
TRENTON at H + 30 on 15035 (1000-01002) and 6753 ¢2300-12002>) 
ST. JOHN’S at H + 40 on 15035 (1200-23002) and hourly on 6753. 
For a listening neat, try picking up the Canadian 
Military at Lahr, West Germany on 13231 ¢0800-20002) and 


246970 ¢€2000-08002). They are not well heard since the 
tranmissions are directed to European listeners. 


That’s it f Ofakchdad MraMaadd torus Hisfory PrOject de 
VESAVS/ SULIC 


